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SECTION 1 – INDIRECT SPEECH 

As you have already been told, there is NO SEQUENCE OF TENSES in indirect speech exercises of 

the entrance exam tests (page 9, exercise 8 in all tests). This is because REPORTING IS DONE IN 

THE PRESENT. Consult the following exercise for more details. 

 

However, be careful when doing exercises that ask for the appropriate form or tense of the verb 

(page 7, exercise 5 in all tests). For example, in exercise 5 of the 2024 test, the correct answer in 

14 is 'I loved it so much but I knew that I WASN’T ALLOWED to take it home', and in 22 it is 'My 

parents promised they WOULD TAKE us there again'. THE SEQUENCE OF TENSES IS USED here 

because the MAIN VERBS 'knew' and 'promised' are IN THE PAST TENSE, so the other tenses 

need to be moved to express a simultaneous action (he 'wasn’t allowed' at that time, not now), 

and a future in the past action ('would take' is the future in relation to the moment the parents 

promised to do it, not the present moment). 

 

SECTION 2 – MODAL VERBS 

Sentence 1 in exercise 6 on page 8 of the 2025 test is 'It was not necessary to bring all this 

equipment for the experiment'. The answer to this one is 'You NEEDN’T HAVE brought all this 

equipment'. The combination of the MODAL VERB 'needn’t', and the PERFECT INFINITIVE 'have 

brought' means the same as sentence 1 – that SOMETHING WAS DONE EVEN THOUGH THERE 

WAS NO NEED FOR THAT. 

Consider the following exercise about this usage. Also, pay special attention to the difference 

between 'needn’t have' and 'didn’t need to' at the end of the exercise. In both cases, there was 

no need to do something. However, in one case it was done, and in another it wasn’t. 
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In a very similar way, other modal verbs such as SHOULD, COULD, MAY, MIGHT, MUST, and 

CAN’T are used with the PERFECT INFINITIVE to describe different meanings. Sentence 3 in 

exercise 6 on page 8 of the 2024 test, 'It's possible I left my wallet at home', is an example of this. 

The correct answer to this one is 'I MAY/MIGHT/COULD HAVE LEFT my wallet at home', which 

means that I PERHAPS LEFT IT AT HOME. 

Study the exercises on the following two pages to learn about the meanings of other modal verbs 

used in this way. 
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SECTION 3 – THE PASSIVE VOICE 

When it comes to THE PASSIVE VOICE, there is always THE QUESTION OF WHETHER the person 

performing the action, or THE AGENT, SHOULD BE MENTIONED. The passive is often used to 

leave out unimportant information, so most passive sentences do not contain subjects. In eight 

of the twelve sentences in the passive voice exercises (page 8, exercise 7 in all tests) the subjects 

are not mentioned because they are irrelevant. The sentences that should contain the agent are 

numbers 1, 2, 3 in the 2023 test, and number 4 in the 2025 test. To explain the last example, the 

active sentence 'Has the principal contacted Jane’s parents?' should have the passive form 'Have 

Jane’s parents been contacted by the principal?' because WHAT IS IMPORTANT in this case is 

NOT ONLY WHETHER THE PARENTS HAVE BEEN CONTACTED, but also that IT WAS THE 

PRINCIPAL WHO WANTED TO GET IN TOUCH. The same logic applies to the other examples. 

Do the following exercise to see how often the agent is mentioned in passive sentences. 

 

Including or omitting the agent in the passive is not much of a problem. There are more serious 

issues with it, one of them being the IMPERSONAL PASSIVE, expressed either using the 

IMPERSONAL 'IT' (DUMMY 'IT', as some books refer to it) or the INFINITIVE. Sentence 1 in 

exercise 7 on page 8 of the 2025 test, 'Everybody believes that good health is a life goal', can 

either be solved as 'It is believed that good health is a life goal' or 'Good health is believed to be 

a life goal', the first example, the one using the impersonal 'IT', obviously being the easier one. 

Sometimes, as in sentence 4 in exercise 7 of the 2023 test, it is also the only possible solution.  

Study the explanation for more details, and then do the exercise on the following page. Sentences 

3, 6, 7, and 8 are all infinitive constructions. Can you tell which one refers to the past and should 

contain the perfect infinitive? 
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To conclude the story of impersonal passive, GO FOR THE DUMMY 'IT' CONSTRUCTION 

whenever you can – it is EASIER OF THE TWO, always possible, and less likely to cause you to 

make a mistake. 

 

SECTION 4 – CAUSATIVE 'HAVE' 

Another point that may frequently create problems is the CAUSATIVE 'HAVE' construction. It is 

related to the passive, although it is usually found in sentence transformation exercises (page 8, 

exercise 6 in all tests). Sentence 4 in the 2023 test, 'Has the barber trimmed Peter’s beard 

recently?', should be transformed to 'Has Peter had HIS BEARD TRIMMED recently?' to 

communicate a special kind of meaning. The message that the construction HAVE + OBJECT + 

PAST PARTICIPLE conveys is that it is NOT THE SUBJECT OF THE SENTENCE (Peter) WHO DOES 

THE ACTION (trimming his beard). The subject has only ARRANGED FOR SOMEONE ELSE TO DO 

IT for them.  

Do the exercise on the next page to see how this structure works across the tenses. 
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SECTION 5 – WISH, IF ONLY, IT’S TIME, WOULD RATHER 

The correct answer to sentence 5 in exercise 6 on page 8 of the 2025 test, 'I regret buying this 

shirt', is 'I wish I HADN’T BOUGHT this shirt'. This special tense usage with WISH and IF ONLY is 

similar to the second and third types of conditional sentences, where the PAST TENSE is used 

with the second conditional for UNREAL PRESENT, and the PAST PERFECT with the third 

conditional for UNREAL PAST. Additionally, WOULD can also be used with these two to refer to 

the FUTURE.  

Study the exercises on the following page for more details. 
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Expressions IT’S TIME and WOULD RATHER can also be used with the PAST TENSE to describe 

our WISHES ABOUT THE PRESENT. This is exactly what is expressed in the answer 'I’d rather YOU 

DIDN’T GO to that party' to sentence 1 in exercise 6 on page 8 of the 2023 test, 'I don’t think you 

should go to that party'. Do the following exercises to practise the structures. 
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SECTION 6 – A FEW MORE TRICKS 

Exercise eight on page 9 of the 2025 test finishes with the sentence 'Don’t shout at your little 

sister!'. This exercise deals with indirect speech, so the preposition AT used after the verb SHOUT 

is not to be questioned. However, SHOUT can also be followed by TO with a different meaning. 

The same goes for the verb THROW. What is the difference between SHOUT TO and SHOUT AT, 

or between THROW TO and THROW AT? Study the information below and see for yourselves. 

 

 

How about the verb WAVE? Look it up in a dictionary!
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